474	MAN'S WORK IN REGIONS OF CYCLONIC STORMS
o£ their crops and domestic animals. They produce most of the metals,
or else exploit them elsewhere and bring them home to use. They are simi-
larly active in exploiting fuels and waterpower, thus helping to make
themselves overwhelmingly predominant in manufacturing and com-
merce. Yet their greatest products are ideas and the institutions to
which these give rise. The fundamental gift of the cyclonic regions is
mental activity. For instance, the form of democratic government which
was thought out in France and England, but which was first fully tried
in the United States, is the form which most countries everywhere arc
gradually trying to adopt, in spite of the recent, but presumably tempo-
rary, growth of dictatorships. The constitutions of all the South Ameri-
can countries are directly modeled on that of the United States, and those
of other countries have been influenced by it. Again the inventions of
cyclonic regions, especially the United States and England, have led the
way to the use of machinery, wherever the steam engine, telegraph, and
such devices as the sewing machine have gone. So, too, scientific writ-
ings and literature composed in English, French, and German are trans-
lated into other languages and serve for instruction and models in every
part of the world. In the same way the people of Asia look to Japan as
the leader who is showing them how to put themselves on an equality
with the countries inhabited by the white race. In art, music, philosophy,
and other higher elements of civilization the energy of the cyclonic re-
gions likewise makes them the leaders of the world.
QUESTIONS, EXERCISES, AND PROBLEMS
1.	A. The Abstract of the United States Census gives a table of illiteracy among
native whites.   On an outline map of the United States insert the figures there given
and draw smoothly curved lines, or isopleths, at intervals of 0.5, i, 2, etc.   Shade the
map so that the best areas will be dark and the worst light.   What kind of relation
do you detect between your map and A65, A46o, A565, A and 6352, A and 6353?
Explain.
B. Draw a similar map of illiteracy among colored people, but change the per-
centages at which the isopleths are drawn. How far does this resemble the map of
illiteracy among native whites? Why?
 2.	The table on page 475 shows the average annual deathrate in Europe.   From
the figures make a map in the same way as in the preceding exercise, drawing your
lines at deathrates of 12, 14, 16, 18, and 20.   Compare your map with A6o, A64,
Aioy, Ai44, A322, A352, A36s, ^455, A472, A473, and A568.  Explain whatever rela-
tionships you detect, and state your conclusions as to the connection between health
and each of the other conditions illustrated in these maps and in those mentioned in
exercise i.
 3.	Take one country from each of the groups mentioned below, and in the
Statesman's Yearbook the U. S. Commerce Yearbook or the encyclopedia, find figures
for its foreign trade: (a) Britain, France, Germany, Holland; (b) Rumania, Russia,
Bulgaria, Egypt; (c) Thailand (Siam), Ecuador, Peru, Belgian Congo; (d) Argen-

